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Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality
and the Invention of the Jewish Man (Paperback)
By Daniel Boyarin

University of California Press, United States, 1997. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. In a book that will both enlighten and provoke, Daniel Boyarin offers an
alternative to the prevailing Euro-American warrior/patriarch model of masculinity and recovers
the Jewish ideal of the gentle, receptive male. The Western notion of the aggressive, sexually
dominant male and the passive female reaches back through Freud to Roman times, but as Boyarin
makes clear, such gender roles are not universal. Analyzing ancient and modern texts, he reveals
early rabbis - studious, family-oriented - as exemplars of manhood and the prime objects of female
desire in traditional Jewish society. Challenging those who view the feminized Jew as a pathological
product of the Diaspora or a figment of anti-Semitic imagination, Boyarin argues that the Diaspora
produced valuable alternatives to the dominant cultures overriding gender norms. He finds the
origins of the rabbinic model of masculinity in the Talmud, and though unrelentingly critical of
rabbinic society s oppressive aspects, he shows how it could provide greater happiness for women
than the passive gentility required by bourgeois European standards. Boyarin also analyzes the selftransformation of three iconic Viennese modern Jews: Sigmund Freud, the father of...
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Reviews
Thorough manual! Its this sort of good read through. it absolutely was writtern very flawlessly and helpful. I am just easily will get a delight of studying a
created publication.
-- Abdiel Stiedema nn Sr .
Comprehensive manual! Its such a excellent read through. I have read and i also am confident that i am going to gonna study once more once again in the
future. Your life period will be change when you total looking over this ebook.
-- Cor die Ha uck DVM
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